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sede them. A useful Bibliography is append- 
ed, but it is not full enough for the scholar. 
The last work mentioned in it is Wulker's 
'Grundriss,' which might have been used to 
advantage in the body of the volumes. Pro- 
fessor Morley expresses the hope that when 
Wulker prepares a new edition, he will 
arrange for its translation into English. I 
may be permitted to state that two American 
scholars, Messrs. McCLUMPHAand Deering, 
Wulker's pupils, are now making arrange- 
ments for the publication of an English trans- 
lation of this valuable work, indispensable to 
every Anglo-Saxon scholar, with the full 
authority of Professor Wulker and the use 
of the important material that he has collected 
for a second edition. 

Anglo-Saxon scholars will be thankful to 
Professor Morley for this new edition of 
the first volume of his 'English Writers,' 
which deserved re-writing, but while, from 
Professor Morley's point of view, he may 
defend the inclusion of so much extrinsic 
matter, I think that the work would have 
been improved by both omission and inser- 
tion, so that it might serve as the standard 
history of Anglo-Saxon literature, an office 
that, in its present form, it will scarcely fulfill. 
"The half is sometimes more than the whole." 

James M. Garnett. 
University of Virginia. 



THE STUDY OF ROMANCE PHIL- 
OLOGY. 

Die Romanische Philologie. Ein Grundriss 
von Fr. Neumann. Leipzig, Fues's Ver- 
lag, 1886 ; pp. 96. 

Encyclopaedie mid Methodologie der roman- 
ischen Philologie, mit besonderer Beriick- 
sichtigung des Franzosischen und Italieni- 
schen von Gustav Korting. Heilbronn, 
Henninger, 1884-86 ; 3 vols., pp. xvi-224, 
xi 1-505, xx-837. 

Grundriss der rovianischen Philologie, unter 

mitwirkung von neunundzwanzig Fach- ! 

genossen, hera:isgegeben von Gustav ' 

Grober. Strassburg, Triibner, i886-'S8 ; i 

I. Band, pp. 835. J 

Three publications of a similar character — all I 
intended to introduce the scholar to a thorough ! 



study of Romance Philology, yet each treating 
the subject in so distinctive a way that there 
will be but little competition among them. 

We shall not make an effort here to give a 
full account of the immense amount of schol- 
arship set down on nearly 2500 pages by men 
who all rank among our first masters ; but we 
shall try so to characterize the above works, 
and to give such information on their contents, 
that each of our readers may be able to judge 
which of them will best serve his own purpose, 
and where, in a given case, he is likely to find 
just the reference wanted. Only occasionally, 
j when the subject under consideration and the 
character of our own studies will allow, shall 
we venture to add some suggestion of our own. 
Neumann's ' Die romanische Philologie, ein 
Grundriss' is a deprint from Schmid's ' Pa;da- 
gogische Encyclopaedie,' vii. The author 
addresses himself not so much to experts in 
our science as to beginners, and to a larger 
public of non-specialists in general. The sub- 
ject was therefore to be treated with the most 
elementary clearness and at the same time 
with the greatest brevity compatible with 
scientific, I mean thorough, work. We must 
say that Neumann has succeeded admirably 
well in this difficult task, and his book can 
be highly recommended to students who de- 
sire to receive an insight into the character, 
aims, history, present state and means of de- 
velopment of Romance Philology ; it will also 
prove useful to scholars in other departments, 
especially in Latin and Teutonic Philology, 
whenever they wish to cast the necessary side- 
glance on their neighboring field. 

The book is divided into two parts : in the 
first chapter the author gives an outline of the 
history of our discipline, culminating, as was 
natural, in a sketch of the life and works of 
our venerated "Altmeister " Diez ; the second 
part contains a — well, we hesitatingly say bib- 
liography, although it is not a bibliography in 
the common acceptation of the word, not a 
mere compilation and juxtaposition of dead 
titles, appalling to beginners and next to use- 
less, because of the fact that worthless publi- 
cations are mentioned in the same breath with 
important ones, so that the inexperienced stu- 
dent never knows which to choose first and 
rarely strikes the right one. Neumann's bib- 
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liography is of a very different character : he 
accompanies nearly every title with some sub- 
stantial remarks on the contents and general 
character of the book in question, and the 
arrangement is very simple and practical. 
Yet it is at the same time of scientific intererest, 
inasmuch as Neumann has divided his subject 
not geographically but systematically, treating 
first all the Romance languages in succession, 
and then their literatures. He has thus, among 
the first in our science, put into practice a 
principle long recognized by our chief author- 
ities. 

As regards the scope of the bibliography, 
Neumann quotes only the best and most use- 
ful publications on each subject, and works of 
minor value, dissertations, etc., are mentioned 
only when there was nothing better published. 
So, everything was left to the discretion of the 
author, and while we may perhaps feel in- 
clined to put an interrogation point here and 
there, * we must confess that on the whole 
Neumann's selection has been a very judicious 
one, and it is altogether astonishing how much 
he has been able to give on his S2 pages. We 
therefore again recommend the book most 
heartily, especially to our younger readers. 

' Die Encyclopaedic und Methodologie der 
romanischen Philologie,' 2 by G. Korting, 
consists of three volumes, containing together 
more than 1500 pages. We must not, however, 
conclude from the size of the work that we are to 
find in it complete treatises on the different 
branches of Romance Philology. Such was not 
the intention of the author, as he himself de- 
clares in the preface. His purpose was more to 
give the student a fair start in the whole subject 
by offering him a solid outline of the most im- 
portant principles and the best-established 
facts, and by extensive bibliographies at the 
close of the various chapters to enable him to 
pursue such special studies as he may be par- 

1. For instance H. Sweet's 'Spoken Portuguese,' Saints- 
buky's works on French literature, Crane's publications on 
Folklore would have deserved special mention, while the com- 
pilations of amateur philologians like Prince L. L. Bona- 
parte are of doubtful value in the hands of beginners. 

2. The American public were first made familiar with this 
work by Elliott, American Journal of Pliilology, and 
by Todd, who translated into English the chapter: "Obser- 
vations on the Academic Study of Romance Pliilology "in 
The Modern Language Series III. 



ticularly interested in. For obvious reasons, 
then, the author rarely had an opportunity of 
committing himself by going into details, and 
his more or less rudimentary statements may 
be accepted, on the whole, as reliable. This 
seems to be especially the case in the depart- 
ment of literature. We may, occasionally, 
differ from the author's criticism, when he 
calls Brandes' 'Lit. i. 19 Jh.' B. v. "keinwis- 
senschaffliches Buch;" Scartazzini's edition 
and commentary of the ' Divina Commedia ' 
should not be left out, whatever may be 
said of the man's scientific and polemical 
work in general. But in spite of a few details 
of this kind the history of literature is appar- 
ently Korting's strong side.— The student 
will have to be more cautious in making use 
of the linguistical part of the work. Here 
Korting's rich and diffusive style often 
becomes vague and misleading.nor have recent 
investigations always been utilized even when 
they are mentioned and recommended in the 
bibliography. The whole chapter on French 
phonetics is in need of many modifications, 
while those on general phonetics and on 
sound-change etc. are rather a failure. Kor- 
ting's notions on the most important facts in 
Comparative Philology are somewhat behind 
the times, and have been abandoned by every 
active grammarian since the discovery of the 
famous " Palatalgesetz " and the Indo-Euro- 
pean vowel-theory connected with it. Some 
readers would have willingly dispensed with a 
good many general remarks for a few more 
facts instead. — But it would be unfair and ab- 
surd to insist upon such and other deficiencies, 
when the great work as a whole calls forth our 
sincere recognition, gratitude and admiration. 
It is at once stimulating and humiliating to 
find one man speaking with well-founded au- 
thority on so many branches of our science, or 
rather on so many sciences, each one of which 
seems to be too much for an ordinary man's 
capacities. Every question that could possi- 
bly ever be brought into connection with 
Romance Philology, is treated here with 
equal care if not with equal success ; nothing 
is neglected, nothing thought too small. There 
is no frivolous haughtiness or contempt of one 
department in favor of another, on account of 
some personal predilection. We may, indeed, 
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learn from Korting a noble lesson, which 
professors and especially beginners — if, in fact, 
they ever began at all — seem to be liable to 
neglect : that in the great field of science each 
part is equally worthy of a thorough treatment, 
of a scholar's earnest occupation ; that no- 
body should belittle his colleague's specialty 
and claim the character of scholarship for his 
own work alone. Rather let everyone come 
bravely forward with the result of his studies. 
Every kind of good work will be welcome, 
whether it be on pedagogics or phonetics or 
literature or syntax , whether on English or 
Rumanian or Volapiik. We hope that a seri- 
ous perusal of such honest work as Korting's, 
and the combined efforts of men of experience 
and scientific standing, will successfully check 
a narrowness of mind which might become 
dangerous to the best interests of our young 
students individually, as well as to the sound 
progress of science itself. Only a loyal co- 
operation and a readiness to recognize the 
importance of other branches than our own, 
can lead to the highest success. 

While Korting's work is of a more peda- 
gogical character, pointing out to the student 
what and how he must study in order 
to become a Romance scholar, the third pub- 
lication which we bring to the attention of our 
readers, represents at first hand the actual re- 
sults of scientific investigation. In Grober's 
' Grundriss der Romanischen Philologie ' we 
are in the very workshop, the sanctum sanc- 
torum of European, especially German, Ro- 
mance Philology, and the reader may be sure 
that every line here gives the last word on the 
subject in question. This will be explained by 
the origin of the work : it is published under 
the direction of Grober, not written by him 
alone ; twenty-nine of our first authorities have 
combined forces to produce a picture of Ro- 
mance Philology under the aspect which it 
wears at the date of publication, each of the 
authors treating of such part or parts as he 
has made his most special study. Three in- 
stalments have appeared thus far, the last, 
which completes the first volume of the under- 
taking, having but just issued from the press. 
Three more instalments are reserved for the 
second and concluding volume, which will be 
devoted chiefly to the literature of the Ro- 
mance peoples, the work being intended to 



cover, when complete, the entire domain of 
the science. In the first volume we find : — 
Grober : " Geschichte der romanischen Phi- 
lologie," "Aufgabeund Gliederungderroman. 
Phil.," " Die mundlichen Quellen," " Metho- 
dik der sprachwissenschaftlichen Forschung," 
" Einteilung und aussere Geschichte der ro- 
man. Sprachen ;" Schum : " Die schriftlichen 
Quellen;" Tobler : " Methodik der philo- 
logischen Forschung ; Windisch: " Keltische 
Sprache;" W. Meyer: "Die lateinische 
Sprache in den romanischen Landern, and to- 
gether with Francesco D' Ovidio : Die italie- 
nische Sprache ;" Fr. Kluge : " Romanenund 
Germanen in ihren Wechselbeziehungen ;" 
Seybold : Die arabische Sprache in den ro- 
manischen Landern ;" Gaster : " Die nicht- 
lateinischen Elemente im Rumanischen ; Tik- 
tin : " Die rumanische Sprache ; " Gartner : 
"Die ratoromanischen Mundarten ;" Suchier : 
" Die franzosische und provenzalische Sprache 
und ihre Mundarten ;'" Morel-Fatio: "Das 
Catalanische ;" Baist : "Die spanische 
Sprache;" Cornu: "Die portugiesische 
Sprache;" G.Meyer; " Die lateinschen Ele- 
mente im Albanesischen." The volume closes 
with a " Namen, Sach- und Wortverzeichnis," 
with a general map of the "Ausbreitung der 
romanischen Sprachen in Europa " and twelve 
minor maps illustrating the distribution of the 
leading French and Provencal dialect peculiar- 
ities. The abundance of information, the ex- 
actness of the detail work, — at once the out- 
growth and the source of sound general prin- 
ciples, — the simple, sober style which charac- 
terizes this class of workers, the absolute 
objectivity which makes things speak for them- 
selves, so that we forget all about the author 
and ourselves, about "schools" and polemics, 
under the immediate impression of facts — all 
this makes Grober's 'Grundriss' a real mas- 
ter work. We have no desire to express any 
unfavorable criticism as regards the subject- 
matter itself, but will only give utterance to a 
wish concerning the arrangement of the 
materials. Grober's essay on the history of 
Romance Philology gives a mass of titles, ar- 
ranged half chronologically and half system- 
atically, and, moreover, alluded to rather than 
given in full, so that students who are not yet 
acquainted with the subject cannot even tell 
whether the publication mentioned is an article 
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or a large work, without constantly consulting 
other bibliographies. While the advanced 
student may with some difficulty derive great 
benefit from the author's sound criticism, it 
remains a pity that so much useful information 
is more or less concealed in a labyrinth inac- 
cessible to beginners. We hope that an ex- 
haustive index will open up all these treasures 
to everybody. Most of the special treatises 
are suggestive of regrets that they are not 
many times longer, and in one or two cases it 
may be doubtful whether this feeling arises 
solely from the superior excellence of the 
essays, or also from the fact that they are 
somewhat fragmentary. But in any case we 
must not forget that, for instance, Meyer's 
and Kluge's, and in fact most of the essays, 
are the first comprehensive works ever pub- 
lished on their respective subjects, and that 
consequently we should not expect to find our 
every curiosity satisfied. Perhaps, indeed, 
the noblest success of a book is to inspire fresh 
curiosity, and in this respect the effect of our 
' Grundriss ' is preeminent. Here, as on an 
excursion into an unexplored country, we are 
constantly surprised by new outlooks and at 
the same time experience an ardent desire to 
know more and more of what lies beyond ; a 
thousand side paths and openings invite us, 
and we would fain stop and examine more 
closely, were it not that the main road itself is 
continually presenting so many interesting 
phenomena. We might, indeed, envy our 
young students, who are to have the pleasure 
of traversing these broad domains under the 
guidance of such distinguished masters ; but 
let us rather join the party : we are all sure of 
receiving our share of benefit as well. 

GUSTAF KARSTEN. 

Indiana University. 

THE COL L A R-EYS E NB A CH GER- 
MAN GRAMMAR. 

Graded German Lessons, being a Practical 
German Grammar, by Wm. Eysenbach. 
Revised and Rewritten, with notes, etc., 
by Wm. C. Collar, a. m., Head-Master 
Roxbury Latin School. Boston, Ginn & 
Co. 
It will require considerable evidence a few 

generations hence to convince antiquarians 



that Ollendorf's Grammar was ever used 
as a text-book in sober earnest. Yet it is but 
a few years since this book — "ignorant of 
man's nature and of boy's " — was almost the 
only American publication offered as an aid 
to the teacher of German. Undoubtedly an 
inspired teacher can teach with any text-book, 
however poor, but unfortunately the rank and 
file can hardly lay claim to this high qualifica- 
tion, and it becomes of great importance to 
secure and put before them every most effi- 
cient aid, while even the best teachers cannot 
afford to be indifferent toward the associate 
which they introduce to their pupils. 

The past three years have seen the publica- 
tion of no less than a dozen grammars, all of 
them with more or less valid claim upon 
interest and acceptance, and the problem is 
no longer — Where shall I find a good gram- 
mar ? but — Which is the best ? In many cases 
the answer to this question will depend upon 
the peculiar circumstances. .Students, for 
instance, who wish only the merest outline to 
enable them to read scientific prose will find 
enough in Prof. Sheldon's Short Grammar, 
while others who can devote themselves to a 
thorough study of the grammar from a lin- 
guistic stand-point will take Whitney's or 
Brandt's. But as a grammar for the 
average high-school or college class, there are 
a great many points in favor of the one which 
is here under consideration. 

Without feeling obliged to define the 
" Natural Method," it may safely be said that 
most progressive teachers employ it to a 
greater or less extent, even though they do 
not confess their allegiance. This grammar 
will be found to be on the whole a happy 
mean between the Natural and the Scientific 
methods, and especially adapted to the great 
majority of teachers who do not find it prac- 
ticable or wise to follow either course ex- 
clusively. Beyond this, two of the greatest 
merits of the book, points in which it is 
superior to many of its competitors, are its 
arrangement under one series of lessons, and 
the "sweet reasonableness" of the English 
exercises. It has been felt by all teachers 
that a grammar which outlines the subject in 
one series of lessons, but omits just enough 
to oblige the pupil, in order to under- 
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